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AP 185 - Catherine Felix plays the Syriac chant "Bar 
Maryam" (Son of Mary) on piano. 
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Notes 

Catherine Felix plays the Syriac chant "Bar Maryam" (Son of Mary) on piano. 

Catherine Felix of Northern Virginia, USA, plays the melody of Bar Maryam on piano. Music notation by S. 

Sebastian. Text and staff notation, see: thecmsindia.org/bar-maryam-son-of-mary 

The centuries-old Syriac chant, Bar Maryam (Son of Mary) has captured the imagination of generations of St. 

Thomas Christians in Kerala and abroad. Besides the Christological and Mariological significance of this chant, the 

simple but haunting melody plays in the mind like in a loop after one hearing. S. Sebastian (Atlanta, USA) notated 

the melody for the use of the choir at the Syro Malabar Convention in Houston (1 August 2019). Catherine, daughter 

of Felix Simon, the co-founder of the Aramaic Project, experimented with the melody on her piano at home. This is 

the first time we hear this melody with the sonority of a piano. Catherine makes two iterations of the melody with two 

different ways of chordal accompaniment. The second iteration is her own improvisation on the harmony. 

Earlier in 2014, we saw Catherine at her First Communion, leading the Lord's Prayer in Aramaic (see Aramaic 

Project 21). Catherine kept up her interest during the ensuing years. 

We are glad to see that young Syro Malabar Catholics in the USA are warming up to the traditions of their 

forefathers. 

For more information on the text, melody, staff notation, and theological significance of this chant, see our 

Encyclopedia of Syriac chants: thecmsindia.org/bar-maryam-son-of-mary 

 

Dr. Joseph J. Palackal, CMI 

New York 

9 April 2020 
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Related Videos 

 

 AP 4w - Bar maryam [Son of Mary] Track 25 Qambel Maran: Syriac Chants from South India 

 AP 5a - K. O. Chacko Koythadathil sings "Marayor paawe," a Tamil song in honor of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, set to the tune of the Syriac chant "Bar Maryam" (Son of Mary). 

 AP 15c - Bishop Joseph Kallarangatt Sings "Bar Maryam" 

 AP 43 - Dr. Joseph J. Palackal, CMI teaches the Syriac chant Bar Mariam. Ripon College, Oxford. 

 AP 51m - Hymn in honor of St John Nepomucene to the melody of ’Bar Maryam. 

 AP 53 - George Thaila in conversation with Dr. Joseph J. Palackal. 

 AP 59b - Dr. Joseph J. Palackal sings and speaks about the famous Syriac chant "Bar Maryam" 

 AP 87 - Bar Mariyam during priestly ordination of Fr. Kevin Mundackal 

 AP 146 - Practice session for bilingual Qurbana at National Convention in Houston, Texas  

 AP 173 - "Bar Maryam" as Christmas carol, in Melbourne, Australia. 2019 

 AP 184 - CMI fathers in North America learn, "Bar Maryam" (Son of Mary). 

 AP 187 - The oldest Christian chant in India, Bar Maryam?/ Vatican Radio 

 AP 229(218) - Bar Maryam at Dharmaram College (2014) 

 AP 278 - Is 'BAR MARYAM' ("Son of Mary") KNANAYA? : 'ബർ      ' "          

 കൻ" 

 ***************** 

 AP 7 - Paul Joy Vathappillil sings the Syriac hymn,"B'eda d'yawmaan" (On this festival day) in honor of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

 AP 10a - "Awun d’wasmayya" (Our Father in Heaven). Lord's Prayer.  

 AP 10b - Catherine sings the Solemn form of the Lord's Prayer "Awun d’wasmayya" (Our Father in 

Heaven). 

 AP 10c - Rebecca sings the syriac hymn "Talak Ruha" (Come O Spirit). 

 AP 17 - Interview with Don Tom Francis. 

 AP 26 - Children's Choir at Suriyanippally, Palluruthy, sings "B'eda d'yawmaan". 

 AP 29 - Fr. Thomas Perumayan teaches the Sunday School children "Laaku Maara". 

 AP 30 - Sunday School Children sing Qandisa alaha/ kandisa alaha (Trisagion) 

 AP 94 - Meera Mary Jacob, singing a Syriac Chant. 

 AP 158 - Mar Walah (My Lord and my God) for Sunday School children. 

 AP 159 - Three -year old Hansel Joseph sings Syriac chants. 

 AP 164 - Children take Syriac chants home. 

 AP 166 - Children take over the conversation on Syriac chants. 

 AP 186 - Two young boys sing the Syriac alphabet. 

 AP 188 - The joy of singing Syriac chant. 

 AP 191 - Five-hundred children preparing for bilingual (English/Syriac )Qurbana. 

 AP 192 - Qandisa Alaha and Covid-19. Syro Malabar children sing in Austin, Texas.  

 AP 196 - Catechism through Syriac chants. Ramsha Mariam Payyappilly. 

 AP 198 - Syriac chant to celebrate St. Thomas Day. Houston, Texas. 

 AP 200 - Family entertainment with a Syriac song.  

 AP 214 - Evelyn and Jerome Sijo Puthenpurackal, sing Marian Hymn  

 AP 254 - EMMA LIZ ROBIN: An asset to the SYRO Malabar Church in the USA. 
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